
Sister Yvonne Gellise Fund For Permanent Supportive Housing Services 
an endowment to sustain an end to homelessness in washtenaw county

The Sr. Yvonne Gellise Endowment Fund for Permanent Supportive Housing Services was established to create 
lasting, systemic solutions to homelessness in Washtenaw County. The endowment fund focuses on developing an 
infrastructure of permanent supportive housing services to sustain housing for the most needy members of our 
community, in partnership with federal, county and community efforts. 

To celebrate its centennial, and in honor of Sr. Yvonne Gellise’s commitment to the poor, the St. Joseph Mercy Health 
System gave $1 million to the Ann Arbor Area Community Foundation (AAACF) to create this endowment. The 
donation was matched by AAACF. 

There are many Washtenaw County agencies that have demonstrated measurable success in providing housing 
and/or supportive services for persons who experience sustained homelessness or who are at risk of experiencing 
frequently recurring homelessness. However, these agencies – as well as local governmental partners – face the 
annual challenge of raising philanthropic funds to provide these services within a risky and uncertain funding 
landscape. 

As the endowment grows, the intent is to alleviate the need for qualified agencies to raise annual funds. Instead, 
resources will be freed up to sustain and enhance service delivery or to leverage public funding to increase available 
housing. Endowment ensures that charitable dollars will continue to grow and be available to respond to the needs 
of our most vulnerable community members. The short-term goal of this effort is to raise an additional $1.5 million by 
the close of 2019 for an endowment value of $5 million.

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) defines a “chronically homeless person” as either: 
(1) an unaccompanied homeless individual with a disabling condition who has been continuously homeless for a 
year or more, OR (2) an unaccompanied individual with a disabling condition who has had at least four episodes 
of homelessness in the past three years.  This endowment expands on the HUD definition to also include persons 
with the greatest need who experience sustained homelessness or are at risk of experiencing frequently recurring 
homelessness.

In Washtenaw County 5,362 people experienced some form of homelessness in 2017, of which 416 (8%) experienced the 
greatest need, including:

• An earned income < 30% of Area Median Income – $18,550
• No place to live upon leaving systems of care, including foster care; jails or prisons or nursing homes; and/or
• A disabling condition, including multiple chronic medical, mental health and substance use conditions. 

States and communities across the country, such as Connecticut, Utah, Memphis, Denver, Portland OR and Portland 
ME, have experienced dramatic declines in homelessness for people with the greatest need by providing housing and 
targeted supportive services, such as: 

• Services that are flexible and designed to meet the needs of the person served supporting self-determination   
  and individual accountability;
• Services that progress the individual to the highest quality of life and integrate the individual into the       
community to the greatest extent possible.

The Need

What Are Supportive Services?

Why An Endowment?
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Supportive services are coordinated by a case 
manager and may include some or all of the following 
interventions to maintain stable housing:

• Integrated primary care and mental health services
• Substance abuse counseling
• Employment or vocational training
• Transportation
• Problem solving or dispute resolution
• Family-based interventions/referral
• Crisis management and stabilization
• Symptom monitoring and preventative    
   intervention/referral

National and local studies have shown that “permanent 
supportive housing” (housing combined with services to 
meet the specific needs of the persons who experience 
sustained or frequently recurring homelessness) achieves 
positive outcomes compared to programs that simply 
provide only shelter.  Such outcomes include: 

• 83% of formerly homeless tenants in supportive   
   housing were still housed after one year;  
• 79% of persons with severe psychiatric and   
   substance use disorders were still housed after one  
   year;
• 50% decrease in emergency room visits and hospital  
   inpatient days;
• 80% decrease in use of emergency detoxification   
   services; and
• 50% increase in earned income.

“The best way to end homelessness is to prevent homelessness by identifying and working to 
eliminate its root causes. Our community is blessed to have the capacity to generate an abundance 
of resources that can, with willingness and compassion, be invested in this common cause.”                                      
-Sister Yvonne Gellise, Senior Advisor for Governance, St. Joseph Mercy Health System

The Impact of Your Gift
A gift to the endowment will be maintained in 
perpetuity. Subject to the AAACF spending policy, the 
endowment will provide for an annual distribution based 
on the endowment’s market value. Thus, donors are 
assured that their gifts will make a lasting difference by 
improving the lives of our community’s most vulnerable 
members. 

Partners in Success
Washtenaw County has a long and proud history of 
providing solutions to challenges facing the community 
through public/private collaboration. The Sr. Yvonne 
Gellise Endowment Fund for Permanent Supportive 
Housing Services, supported by the Washtenaw Housing 
Alliance and its member agencies, is a great example 
of our collective commitment to ensuring a better 
Washtenaw County for all.

The Outcomes:  
Permanent Supportive Housing Works 

Compared to $40 per day for supportive housing with 
services for a single adult in Washtenaw County, it costs:

• $94 per day to pay for the imprisonment of one   
   person in a Michigan prison;
• $129 per day to pay for the imprisonment of one     
   person in the Washtenaw County Jail;
• $66 per day to pay for the costs of one adult to stay  
   in a temporary shelter.

The Ann Arbor Area Community Foundation is dedicated to enriching the quality of life in our region through its engaged grantmaking, 
knowledgeable leadership, and creative partnerships with donors to make philanthropic investments and build endowment. Founded in 1963, 

AAACF has awarded nearly $40 million in grants and scholarships that have changed thousands of lives. AAACF currently manages more than $77 
million in total assets and more than 550 charitable funds on behalf of the greater Ann Arbor area. As Washtenaw County’s center of philanthropy, 

AAACF provides individuals, families and corporations with simple and effective ways to make an impact.
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The Washtenaw Housing Alliance is a unique coalition of over 30 non-profit and government entities that are committed to ending homelessness 
in our community. The WHA facilitates, encourages, and monitors this work by providing training and technical assistance to providers to support 

innovation and best practices, advocating for the needs of people experiencing homelessness or at-risk of homelessness, and supporting the 
development of more permanently affordable housing. 


